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helping, and doing part of the job of try ing to pro tect, i n
terms of liability, but they may not have a formal squad or
something that they belong to in these rural areas of the state.
So this would make it clear that that protection would apply to
all th ose c arrying out t hat f unction, not j ust fo r the
particular squad members. So I would appreciate your support of
t he commi t t e e a mendments .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any discussion on the co mmittee amendments?
If not, those in favor of the adoption of the amendments vote
a ye, opposed nay . P l e a s e r e c o r d .

CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of committee
amendments .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Committee amendments are adopted. Back to the
bill, Senator Peterson, will you be handling the bill?

SENATOR PETERSON: Mr. Speaker and members, bring you this bill
because of the problems out there, especially in rural Nebraska,
and also i n so m e of the Class I municipalities. Thi s was
brought and introduced in beh alf of th e emergency medical
technicians who p rovide an invaluable service for the citizens
of this state, and on behalf of many municipalities in our state
w ho have tried to obtain insurance companies for co verage fo r
EMTs who serve their communities. Emergency medical technicians
provide an invaluable service for citizens of this state. Over
the past few years, it has become very difficult for these EMTs
to get i n surance coverage. In f act, we have seen a number of
cases where a number of people on EMTs quitting in some of the
rural areas b ecause o f wh at they do and are scared to go out
because of liability. Currently many of them, as I stated, are
unable to get ins urance coverage a t any cos t a nd und er
Section 35-107 it provides that no member of a volu nteer fi re
department or a v o lunteer first-aid, rescue or emergency squad
which provides emergency public first-aid and re scue s e rvice
shall be li able in any civil action to respond to damages as a
result of his or her act of commission or omission, arriving out
of any cause of his rendering in...and the words that you' ve got
to put in here is good faith and such services. LB 442 is a
very important bill to these EMTs who are trained and dedicating
their time a nd eff ort to save lives. LB 442 w ould amend
Section 71-1501 to ex p ressly grant E MTs t he sam e type of
immunity granted t o members o f vol unteer fire department or
volunteer first-aid rescue er !rgencg. E xpr essly including the
EMTs is important for classi ication, clarification, since most
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